JESUS FACTORY / RICA FOR TEENS

Inside the
Catholic Church

A visual walk through sacred spaces, vessels,
vestments, and the meaning behind them.

THE BUILDING HELPS US PRAY
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The Church is more than a building

Catholics use the word “Church” for the People of God, and “church” for the place where the community

worships.
{9 The Church: people A, The church: a place
Jesus gathers us into one Body through faith, A dedicated place for the Word of God, the
Baptism, and communion. A building serves Eucharist, the sacraments, and quiet prayer.

this living community.

WE ARE GATHERED TO MEET CHRIST.

CCC751-752, 1180
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Why does a Catholic church look this way?

Its arrangement helps the whole community see, hear, respond, receive, and pray. Buildings differ across
cultures.

i¢$h Gather K3 Listen ¥ Celebrate

The nave welcomes the The ambo draws our The altar stands at the
people for prayer and attention to the Word of center of the Eucharistic
liturgical participation. God.

celebration.

EVERY SACRED SPACE INVITES US TO LISTEN, PRAY, AND PARTICIPATE.

General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) 288-294
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A typical church layout

A teaching diagram, not a universal floor plan: the location of the font, tabernacle, choir, and statues varies.

NAVE SANCTUARY
NARTHEX )
Entrance ALTAR
ENTER ASSEMBLY LITURGY

A CHURCH IS ARRANGED TO GATHER GOD'S PEOPLE FOR WORSHIP.

GIRM 295-318
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Narthex, holy water, and the doors

Small gestures prepare us for worship without turning the church into a museum.

1 Narthex @ Holy water font & Genuflection

An entrance or gathering At the entrance, many Where the Blessed

area. Some churches call it Catholics bless themselves Sacrament is reserved,

the vestibule. with the Sign of the Cross Catholics genuflect toward
to remember Baptism. the tabernacle.

SIMPLE GESTURES HELP PREPARE OUR HEARTS FOR PRAYER.

CCC 1185; GIRM 45
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The nave, pews, and central aisle

The assembly is not an audience: everyone has a part in the prayer of the Church.

¢e» Nave and seating J\, Postures

The main worship area holds the assembly. A

central aisle often leads visually toward the
sanctuary.

Standing, sitting, kneeling, singing, and
silence allow body and soul to pray together.

WE ARE NOT SPECTATORS: WE PRAY TOGETHER.
GIRM 294, 311
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Three furnishings in the sanctuary

Each place has a different purpose. Do not confuse the ambo, altar, and priest’s chair.

B Altar Ambo I Ppriest’s chair

The Eucharist is celebrated The assigned readings and Shows the celebrant’s role
here. It is both the Lord’s Gospel are proclaimed of presiding over the
table and a sign of Christ’s here. It is the place of the gathered assembly.
sacrifice. Word.

THE ALTAR, AMBO, AND CHAIR EACH SERVE A DIFFERENT PURPOSE.

GIRM 295-310
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The altaris not an ordinary table

The altar is the center of the Church’s thanksgiving in the Eucharist.

4 What belongs here?

A white altar cloth, cross,
candles, and the liturgical
books and vessels required at
the proper moments.

ALTAR

AT THE ALTAR, CHRIST UNITES US TO HIS SACRIFICE.

GIRM 296-307
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Why is the ambo different?

The ambo is a dignified place dedicated to proclaiming Scripture.

Al Lectionary Book of the Gospels

A book containing the Scripture readings A special book containing Gospel readings
assigned for Mass. It is normally placed at the that may be carried in procession and
ambo. honored.

WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD WITH OPEN HEARTS.

GIRM 309
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Tabernacle and sanctuary lamp

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved reverently in the tabernacle. Its placement varies from church to church.

B Tabernacle O Sanctuary lamp

A secure, dignified place where the A special light near the place of reservation
consecrated Eucharist is reserved, including signals and honors Christ’s Eucharistic

for Communion to the sick. presence.

THE TABERNACLE CALLS US TO PRAYERFUL REVERENCE.

GIRM 314-317
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Baptismal font and Paschal candle

Baptism brings new members into the Church. Water and light point to Christ’s death and Resurrection.

@ Baptismal font O Paschal candle

Water is blessed and Baptism is celebrated A large candle lit at Easter, symbolizing the

here. Many churches place the font near an risen Christ; used at Baptisms and funerals.
entrance or chapel.

IN BAPTISM, WE BEGIN A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST.

CCC1213-1274, 1185
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Crucifix, sacred images, and Stations

Holy images help lift our hearts to Christ and remember God’s work through the saints.

4 crucifix oS Stations of the Cross
A cross with the image of A prayerful series of scenes
the crucified Jesus reminds recalling Jesus' path to

us of his saving love. Calvary.

SACRED IMAGES LEAD OUR HEARTS TO JESUS.

CCC1161-1162; GIRM 308, 318
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PN Sacred images

Images of Mary and the
saints invite remembrance
and intercession—not
worship of the image.
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Sacristy, confessional, and choir area

Some spaces are practical; others support particular sacraments or the assembly’s singing.

B sacristy S\, Confessional g3 Choir / music area

A place where ministers A suitable space for the Musicians help the entire
prepare vestments, vessels, Sacrament of Penance assembly sing and

and books before and after (Reconciliation). participate in the liturgy.

Mass.

EVERY PLACE IN THE CHURCH HELPS US WORSHIP AND SERVE.

GIRM 312; CCC 1455-1460
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Sacred vessels: chalice, paten, ciborium

These vessels serve the Eucharist. They are never simply decorative cups or plates.

@ chalice © Paten & Ciborium
The sacred cup for the wine A small plate used to hold A covered vessel that holds
that becomes the Blood of the bread (host) that will consecrated hosts,
Christ. become the Body of Christ including those reserved
in the Eucharist. for Communion.

THE BREAD AND WINE ARE OFFERED TO BECOME CHRIST'S BODY AND BLOOD.

GIRM 327-333
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Cruets, missal, candles, and cross

Each has a practical liturgical purpose: the altar stays uncluttered and dignified.

a Cruets

Small containers for water
and wine, used during the
Preparation of the Gifts.

GIRM 117-118, 348-350
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= Roman Missal

The book of prayers and
directions for the priest
during Mass.

EVEN SMALL OBJECTS SERVE A HOLY PURPOSE.

"' Cross & candles

Signs of Christ's saving
sacrifice and reverence in
the sacred celebration.

INSIDE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Corporal, purificator, pall, and chalice veil

The altar cloths and linens are used reverently because they serve the Eucharist.

CORPORAL 4@ PURIFICATOR
A square linen unfolded under sacred vessels. * A small linen cloth for wiping the chalice.
. PALL CHALICE VEIL
A stiff square cover that may protect the chalice. An optional cloth covering the chalice before or
after use.

LITURGICAL LINENS HELP US TREAT THE EUCHARIST WITH CARE.

GIRM 118, 304, 306
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Sacred Objects of the Holy Sacrifice

This original illustrated reference will remain a separate printable handout, alongside this lesson.

 used at Mass.,

It symbolizes
Christ's cup of
suffering and

Chalice

i

The sacred plate |[I
P B or he host.
aten —

‘The white linen cloth
spread on the altar.
It symbolizes the
shroud in which
Christ’s body
was wrapped.

the tomb in which

perfumes prepared |

Corporal D
Purificator |

The cloth that A
covers the chalice.
It symbolizes the
veil of the Temple
that was torn at

the death of Christ.

T e %

Why does the Church

The square cover
placed over the chalice.

et treat these objects with

such reverence?

‘The small linen cloth

\ used to cleansethe ||

sacred vessels.
It symbolizes the linens |
used to wipe and care

ur Lord’

SACRED VESSELS DESERVE REVERENCE, NOT JUST RECOGNITION.

Jesus Factory original educational handout - GIRM 118, 327-333
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INSIDE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Vestments tell us about liturgical service

At Mass, the celebrant ordinarily wears an alb, stole, and chasuble.

% Ab K stole A@ Chasuble

A long white garment A long narrow vestment The outer garment proper
recalling Baptism, worn by expressing ordained to the priest celebrating
ordained ministers and ministry. A priest wears it Mass, worn over the alb
others serving as hanging down from the and stole.

permitted. neck.

VESTMENTS POINT TO THE PRIEST'S SERVICE OF CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.

GIRM 335-341
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Amice, cincture, and the maniple

Some vestments are required only when needed; the maniple belongs chiefly to older forms of the Roman
Rite.

® Amice @ Cincture K Maniple (historic)

A cloth around the A cord tied at the waist A band once worn over the
shoulders/neck if an alb when needed to secure the forearm in the older Latin
does not fully cover the alb.

Mass; not part of ordinary
modern Roman-Rite Mass
vesture,

clothing at the neck.

TRADITIONS MAY DIFFER; THE HEART OF THE MASS REMAINS CHRIST.

GIRM 336-341; historical Latin Mass practices
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WHY COLORS CHANGE

Vestment colors follow the liturgical year

The color helps express the season or celebration; local liturgical norms govern exact use.

GREEN VIOLET WHITE RED ROSE

Certain Advent / Lent

Ordinary Time Advent / Lent Christmas / Easter Pentecost / Martyrs Sundays

The deacon normally wears an alb, diagonal stole, and (when used) a dalmatic.

LITURGICAL COLORS HELP US ENTER THE CHURCH'S SEASONS.

GIRM 345-346
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The meaning behind priestly vestments

The original illustrated flyer remains a separate printable resource in English and Spanish.

The

around the neck. It signi
priestly authority and
the yoke of Christ.

Alb

o The garments serve the
oo S A o nes .
Stole Y T T e liturgy; Christ—not the

the priest's role in offering | |

Chasuble 23 |! I clothing—is at its center.
Cincture (4] /]

A  forearm. It symbolizes labor,
sacrifice, an d the sorrows |
ervice to God.

a spiritual meaning,
celebrated at Mas

THE VESTMENTS ARE SIGNS; CHRIST IS AT THE CENTER.

Jesus Factory original educational handout
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Why do we use sacred things?

Sacred objects and vestments help us worship with attention and dignity—not as decorations or magic.

«* signs guide attention i¢d People come first

The altar, ambo, vessels, candles, vestments,

and images point beyond themselves to
Christ and his Church.

The assembly is called to faith, prayer,

reverence, charity, and active participation—
not merely to memorize names.

SACRED SIGNS INVITE US TO WORSHIP, NOT JUST OBSERVE.

CCC1145-1162; GIRM 292, 335
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Match the place to its purpose

Talk in pairs, then name one thing you noticed in your own parish.

‘ Ambo Scripture is proclaimed

a Altar The Eucharist is celebrated
e Font Baptism is celebrated

° Tabernacle Consecrated hosts are reserved

KNOWING THE PARTS OF THE CHURCH HELPS US PRAY WITH MEANING.

Classroom activity - no need to memorize everything at once
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A respectful church scavenger hunt

Ask permission before entering restricted areas or touching sacred objects. Sketch what you find.

Q Find three places @ Find three objects e Ask one question
Locate the altar, ambo, and Look for the crucifix, Find something you do not
tabernacle. Which is easiest Paschal candle, and sacred recognize. Ask a catechist
to recognize? images. what it means.

LOOK WITH CURIOSITY, ASK WITH RESPECT, AND PRAY WITH GRATITUDE.

Practical activity - visit with catechist or family
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What does this space invite us to do?

A quiet conversation: Which part of the church helps you pray, and why?

NOTICE PRAY SERVE

“Lord Jesus, teach me to enter your house with gratitude, listen to
your Word, and love your people.”

MAY EVERY VISIT TO CHURCH HELP US LOVE GOD AND OUR NEIGHBOR.

Reflection activity
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Sources and companion handouts

Use these reliable sources to answer students’ questions. Parish arrangements may differ.

General Instruction of the Roman Missal B Catechism of the Catholic Church

Chapter V: church design and sacred space Church and worship: CCC 751-752; 1145-
(nos. 288-318). 1162; 1180-1186.

Chapter VI: vessels and vestments (nos. 327- Baptism and Eucharist: CCC 1213-1274;
351). 1322-1419.

Independent printable handouts: The Meaning Behind Priestly Vestments - Sacred Objects of the Holy Sacrifice

KEEP LEARNING, AND LET WHAT YOU LEARN LEAD YOU TO PRAYER.

Original handouts from Jesus Factory, kept as independent resources

JESUS FACTORY / RICA FOR TEENS INSIDE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 26



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

